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From: Tavlarides, Mark <mtavlarides@bgrdc.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2019 3:23 PM _

To: Tavlarides, Mark <mtavlar|des@bgrdc com>
Subject: Azerbauan Update

Good afternoon,

| thought you might be interested in the below article from;Stephen Blank, a senior fellow atthe
American Foreign Policy Council, titled, “How to resume a war.” Blank discussed the conflict in Nagorno-
Karabakh, noting Armenia’s failure to adhere to the Madfrid Principles regarding a solution to the

- conflict. He wrote, “Repudiating those principles and trying to force the Minsk Group or the OSCE to

. recognize an independent Nagorno- -Karabakh, almost certain to unite with Armenia to create a greater
Armenia that occupies Azerbaijani territory, is nothing more than a recipe for endless war.”

R . _
Please let me know if you have any questions.

. Best,
Mark

Mark J. Tavlarides =
Senior Vice President, International
BGR Govemment'Affair’s, LLC

BGR | group

WASHINGTON AUSTIN - BEUING - LONDON

The Homer Bulldmg

11% Floor South

601 13* Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005 |
Direct: 202.661.6375
mtavlarides@bgrde.com
www.bgrde.com o
Check us out on Linkedin

Note: BGR Government Affairs, LLC has filed registration statements under the Foreign Agents Registration
Act with regard to its representation and dissemination-of information on behalf of the Republic of
‘ Azerbauan Additional information is on fl/e w:th the Fore/gn Agents. Reglstrat/on Unit of the Department :
' ofJust/ce in Washington, DC. :

How to resume a war
By Stephen Blank - - Sunday, April 21 2019
ANALYSIS/OPINION

The war in Nagorno Karabakh does not onIy occur in the South Caucasus: It also plays '
out in the United States with members of the Armenian d'|aspora and its organizations,
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. such as the Armeman Nattonal Commlttee of America (ANCA), playing proxy for any
number of issues. Though to Nagorno-Karabakh, their posture has no basis in reality,
for the territory occupied by Armenia is overwhelming recognized as belongrng to
Azerbauan by a majority of governments of the world.- ’

In international efforts to broker a peace, the Organlzatlon for Secunty and Co-operation
in Europe (OSCE) established a group of three powers, France, Russia and the United
States, known as the Minsk Group In turn, it formulated the Madrid pnnmples in 2007~
09 to guide a solution to the conflict.

‘These agreed upon principles call for the lmmedxate return of Azerbaijani terntones
~ occupied by Armenia other than’ Nagorno-Karabakh; an interim status for Nagorno-
- Karabakh providing guarantees for its security and self-governance;.a corridor

from Armenia to Nagorno-Karabakh; a future determination of Nagormo-Karabakh's
legal status through a binding expression of will, the return of all.internally displaced -
peoples to their residence and international security guarantees mctudlng a.
peacekeepmg operatlon Period.

Seemingly coordinated with Yerevan startlng in 2016 the Armenian National
Committee of America(ANCA) began attacking the Madrid Principles as being somehow
reckless or undemocratic. The ANCA'’s real complaint, however, is that the Madrid

_Principles do not accept the idea that Nagorno-Karabakh is an independent territory. Of
course, the Madrid Principles cannot accept Nagorno Karabakh as lndependent ~
because itiis not independent by any measure.

- Recently, though the Armenian National Commlttee of Amerlca declared its opposition

o the Madrid Principles pro forma. Driven by seemingly excessive nationalism, this

- statement not only demands Nagorno-Karabakh's independence, it also'contains all =~
manner of spurious charges. Essentially, the ANCA wants Nagorno-Karabakh declared
independent, legitimizing thereby the acquisition of terntory by conquest and ensurmg '

‘that there will never be a solution to this conflict. .

The Armenian National Committee of America holds facts ever~und|sclosed hetd

~ jealously away from the world, that since the ‘90s, including following last year's .
Armenian revolution, the Nagorno-Karabakh war and the territorial claims growing from

ithave huacked Armenian politics, Ieadrng to protracted demographlc and economic .
crises.

Armenia i is among the poorest nations of the world, cut off from all progress and _
prosperity its neighbors enjoy. Perhaps most closely held, Armenia is no friend nor ally-
of the U.S. and shares little of America’s values. Armenia, again, largely as a result of

- the war, is a vassal of Russia, menlally supportlng the Kremlin on the world stage and
closely allied with Iran.

These crises spawned the 2018 revolution that promlsed major democratlc and
economic reforms. A year later, these promises remain unfulfilled. Armenia and its new
prime minister, Nicol Pashinyan, failed to formulate an effective negotiating strategy to
bring the peace that is a precondition of effective reform, end the hemorrhaging of its
‘population; stimulate effective democratic reform and economic growth, and even

- possibly extncatlng itself from Moscow and Tehran
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Armenia. contlnues to promote the idea that delegates from ‘Nagorno- Karabakh should
participate in the hegotiations as members of an independent state or political entity.
This demand, suspiciously close to the Armenian National Committee of America’s
posture, guarantees that there can be no future negotiations because it prejudices their
outcome from the outset. Neither do the ANCA’s and Armenia’s demands conform to
the Madrid Principles that remain the only game in town and effective negotiating
framework supported by the Minsk Group, Baku. and Yerevan.

Although not in agreement on implementation, the principal actors have steadlly
negotiated on the basis of that document. Repudiating those principles and trying to -
force the Minsk Group or the OSCE to recognize an independent Nagorno-Karabakh,
almost certain to unite with Armenia to create a greater Armenia that occupies
Azerbaijani territory, is nothing more than a recipe for endless war. Certainly Armenians,
except for the numerous war profiteers and extreme natlonallsts will galn nothlng from
a renewed war.

Armenia’s gove'rnment ] involvement with shaping this new ANCA document is un’clear,
~however the resemblance between its demands and the Pashlnyan government’s
stated position regardlng negotlatlons is quite clear.

Neither the Armenian National Committee of America declaration nor Mr. Pashinyan’s
confused and contradictory stand on the peace process advance Armenian interests. In
addition, Armenian Defense Minister David Tonoyan’s recent bellicose call for “war and
conquest for.new territories” Undermines the fragile peace process even further.

Instead, this declaration is an invitation or demand for resuming the war, a war that itis -
not certain Armenia would win. All it would obtain is a legacy of bitterness and more .

economic catastrophe certalnly not democracy prosperlty oran end to the decline inits .

population.

If Armenia truly wants all those benef cial outcomes it must recognize that a settlement_
‘acceptable to both sides is the precondition of domestic progress and rein in inflamed
nationalistic lobbies like the Armenian National Committee of America. :

' Stephen Blank is.senjor fellow at the American Foreign Policy Council. He is a former
MacArthur fellow at the U.S. Army War College
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From: Tavlarides, Mark <mtavlarides@bgrdc.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 24, 2019 3:58 PM

To: Tavlarides, Mark <mtavla'_r_idesA )bgrdc.com> '
Subject: Azerbaijan Update. ‘

Good afternoon,

- | thought you m_ig_h't'be interested in the below article from Julie Stahl titled, “Muslim Azerbaijan a
* Model for Co-Existence with Jewish State.” Stahl noted Azerbaijan’s and Israel’s close relationship,
including on oil, defense, agriculture; medicine, education, and information technology. She also
discussed the religious tolerance in Azerbaijan, stating it is a model of co-existence with Israel. She
quoted Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who has said Azerbaijan is “an example of what
" relations can be and should be between Musliris and Jews everywhere.” .

Please let me know if you have any questidns.

Best, .
Mark -

Mark J. Taviarides
Seniior Vice President, International
BGR Government Affaits, LLC.

BGR | Group

WASHINGTON - AUSTIN - BEUING - LONDON
The Homer Building

11% Floor South -

601 13* Street, NW -

" Washington, DC 20005

‘Direct: 202.661.6375
mtavlarides@bgrde.coin

www.berde.com
Check us.out on LinkedIn

Note: BGR Government Affairs, LLC has filed registration statements under the Foreign Agents Registration

Act with regard to its representation and dissemination of information on behalf of the Republic of

" Azerbaijan. Additional information is on file with the Fore/gn Agents Reg/stratlon Unit of the Department
-of Justice in Wash/ngton DC :

Muslim Azerbaijan a Model for Co-Existence with Jewish State
04-24-2019 | |
Julie Stahl
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'BAKU - Ata tlme when anti- Semltlsm is on the nse one Muslim nation is gettlng ,
attention for its friendship with Israel and the Jewish people. That country is ‘
Azerbaijan. Could it be a model for the rest of the Muslim world? '

Azerbaijan sits at the crossroads of Europe and Asia.  Like Iran, its pre-Islamic days
more than 800 years ago, were dominated by the rellglon of Zoroastrianism.

With a population of nearly 10 million it's the 90th largest country in the world.

It's strateglcally posmoned wnth Iran on its southern border Turkey to the west and
Russia to the north. .

Located on the Casplan Sea this former Sovuet republic is one of the world's major oil
producers “The. capltal Baku is the country's economic center. .

"Azerbauan is a source for about anything between quarter to one-third of the oil import
to Israel and this flow of high- -quality oil is very important to the State of Israel," said Dan
‘Stav Israel $ ambassador to Azerbauan

| O|I isn't the. only thing flowing between the two countries. Accordlng to Azeri Presrdent
. llham Ahyev Azerbauan has purchased nearly $5 billien worth of weapons systems
fromisrael. .

"Th|s is lmportant for Azerbauan to malntaln its defense and eX|stence in a very
challenging strateglc envrronment " Stav sald

Inan mtervrew in the Azeri capltal Baku, Stav toId CBN News about his efforts to
: dlver5|fy the economic cooperatlon between the two countnes »

"Israel can be of help, espeCIaIIy in development of the agricultural Sector which is a
property of the government and we have cooperation with medical mstututes and
medlcal domain in general education, IT," he said. :

And the relat|onsh|p goes beyond economy and defense

"To be an ambassador to Azerbauan is a specual pnvrlege because the relations
between the Azeri people preceded the relations with the Jewish state,” Stav said.

"The Mou’ntainous_ Jewish community, accord___ing to some historical accounts
“has.preceded Islam, Christianity. The first Jews, according to some myth arrivedto -
- Azerbaijan after the destruction of the northérh kingdom of Israel in 722 before Christ,"

he added. : : -

The vast majorlty of the population here is Shiite Muslim but it's a secular country. For
‘generations the Jewish community has felt at home here and since its mdependence
Azerbauan has had good relations wnth Israel. »

Ina 2016 visit to Azerbauan both Israeh Prime Minister- Benjamln Netanyahu and Allyev
attested to the deep ties between Jews and Azeris. R
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"For centuries Jews and Azerbaijanis, lived in peace fnendshlp, and continue to live |
here in Azerbauan and Jewish community in Azerbaijan is a very active part of our
socrety They contrrbute alot to the development of modern Azerbauan " Aliyev said.

"The attitude that you've shown to Jewish people in Azerbauan over the years, one that

“has fostered this very strong bond of sympathy and admiration for Azerbaijan -- first of
all with the 70,000 Jews who live in Isiael, who are from Azerbaijan. It's a human bndge '
but also something we can show the world," Netanyahu said. :

“The world sees so much mtolerance so much darkness. Well here is an example of
what relations can be and should. be between Mushms and Jews everywhere "
Netanyahu added. :

_Many Azen Jews from Israel go back regularly to VISIt their homeland

"You don't do it if you come from an environment that (|s) mfested w1th anti- Semltnsm
Stav explamed : :

Israel and Azerbauan have had dlplomatrc relatlons smce 1992 - after the fall of the ‘
: Sowet Union:- . , : _

"We don' t consader Musllms as such our enemles and Azerbauan is |tself a proof that
thns is:not the case," sard Stav :

|n sharp contrast Iran is the other Sh| ite Mushm majority country in the nelghborhood |

" "There's such-a starthng dlfference between the two countrles Azerbauan showed that
- it's not a matter of Shia,” Stav added. :

Despite years of animosity, Stav sa|d there sa growmg understandlng among Muslim
. states in the region. -~ ‘ .

"Israel is'not an enemy and cooperatlon can be very beneﬂmal " he sard "Azerbauan
~ serves as an alternative fodel to the model that we know.more — whether it's a Salaﬂ
Islam or the political Shia Islam led by Iranand the Hezbollah." -

~ The. hope is that the Azeri-Israeli example-of Muslim and Jew standlng together wxll
" serve as an anchor of stability in the Middle East :

J
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From: Tavlarldes, Mark <mtavlandes@bgrdc com>
Sent: Monday, April 15, 2019 10:47 AM B
To: Tavlarides, Mark <mtaviarides@bgrdc.com>
Subject IMF Managlng Director Lagarde Supports Somaha s Efforts to Achleve Debt Relief

Goo_d mornmg,

| warited to bring to your attention the below press release from the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde met last week with the Prime- Minister of Somalia, Hassan Ali
Khaire. They discussed Somalia’s ”|mpresswe progress in building institutional capacnty and
implementing its economic reform program.” Furthermore, Managing Director Lagarde voiced her
support for Somalia’s efforts to achieve debt relief, including through its current Staff Monitored °
Program (SMP). - '

Pléase,lét me know if you have any questibns.

Best,
Mark

Mark J. Tavlarides -
Senior Vice President, Interr{ational
BGR Government Affairs, LLC

BGR | group

WASHINGTON - AUSTIN - BEING - LONDON

The Homer Building » , C
* 11" Floor South _ ‘ ‘ : '
601 13% Street, NW ' ' C
Washington, DC 20005
Direct:202.661.6375
mtavlarides@barde.com
www.bgrde.com
Check us out on LinkedIn

‘Note: BGR Government Affairs, LLC has filed registration statements under the Foreign Agents
Registration Act with regard to its representation and dissemindtion of information on behalf of the

_ Ministry of Finance, the Federal Republic of Somalia. Additional mformat/on is on flle with the Foreign
Agents Reglstratlon Unit of the Department of Justice in Washington, DC. :

| IMF Managing Dlrector Chrlstme Lagarde Supports Somaha s _Efforts to

Achieve Debt Rellef
April 11, L2019

Ms. Christine Lagarde Managing Director of the International Monetary. Fund (IMF), met with Hassan Ali

Khaire, Prime Minister of Somalia yesterday in Washington and issued the following statement: -
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“I was very pleased to meet with Prime Minister Khaire and his economic team at the IMF hez’idquartefs
We had a very productive meeting and exchanged views on Somalia’s impressive progress in building
institutional capacny and 1mplementmg its economic reform program amid a continuing fragile security
situation. The prime minister reiterated the government’s strong commitment to the policies under the Staff
Monitored Program (SMP), which expires at the end of the month. :

“Following satxsfactory completion of the current SMP, | am optimistic that a follow-up program can be -

agreed that meets one of the key requirements for Somalia to reach the Decision Point under the Heavily

* Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Iniitiative. Continued strong performance, together with support from

_ international partners; will pave the way for Somalia to receive debt relief in the near future In this regard,
1 assured the prime minister of the IMF’s tu]l support for Somalia’s efforts.”
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